
Different Paths to Medicare 

Getting Social Security 
benefts at 65 

Auto-Enrolled: 54%* 

Not getting Social 
Security benefts at 65 

Active Sign-up: 46%* 

Initiate sign-up on own: 
• Need to actively seek info about when

to sign up for Part B
• Apply for Medicare through SSA

SSA mails entitlement letter including any 
Part B premium amount  

Receives initial enrollment package with 
Medicare card, letter, and “Welcome to 
Medicare” decision booklet.   

Receive “Medicare & You” handbook 

Choose coverage type: 
Original, MA, Medigap, Part D 

Research provider networks, drug 
formularies, coverage options 

Consider Part D penalty 

Use Plan Finder to enroll or enroll with 
SHIP, insurer, or agent/broker 

*as of 2023

July 2024 

Auto enrolled in Parts A & B 

SSA mails entitlement letter including Part 
B premium amount. Premiums are deducted 
automatically from Social Security benefts. 

Decide whether to keep Part B and 
consider Part B penalty 

Receives initial enrollment package with 
Medicare card, letter, and “Get ready for 
Medicare” decision booklet. Also receives a 
reminder letter. 




